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Is there evidence of chattel 
slavery at the William Green 
House between the years of 1770 
and 1820?
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Figure 2: Tax sheet displaying 
William Green Jr. being taxed for 
“1s,” one slave, 1779 (1).

Figure 3:
Manumission 
document of 
William W. Green 
freeing his “slave 
named Harry,” 
1808 (2).

Figure 4:
Advertisement in the 
Trenton Federalist
declaring that William 
W. Green’s slave Harry 
had runaway, 1808 
(3).

• William Green House built in the 1720s and 
now resides on the current TCNJ campus.
• Archaeological research first done in the 

1990s and beginning again in 2015
• Recent evidence of indentured servitude

• Archival analysis of documents 
• Current house is unsafe to enter
• Assemblage is not large enough to analyze on 

its own
• Documentation exists that proves members of 

the family not at the house were slaveholders
• Wills, tax records, newspapers, rateables, and 

manumission records

• Did William W. Green live at the house?

Figure 5: Will of William Green Jr. passing ownership 
of the plantation to his son William Green III, 1786 
(4).

• Family genealogy reveals only one possible 
William W. Green that corresponds to the 
date of the manumission and location of 
Trenton, William Green III

• Can confidently be said that chattel slavery 
was present at the William Green Plantation 

• When did the Greens first become 
slaveholders?

• How many enslaved people were captive at 
the plantation? 
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Figure 1: William 
Green Farmhouse.


