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Data and Methods

Introduction

•

• In order to determine the role of religion in U.S politics I will
compare how religious a state is with their level of legalization for
marijuana use.
• The role of religion in U.S politics has long been studied and
researchers have found that a voter's religion can affect their views on
morality, policy decisions, and voter turnout.
• The goal of this paper is to extend on these previous studies and look
at whether these previous findings are applicable when looking at

•
•

marijuana legislation.

I use data from the 2020 Cooperative Congressional Election
study to calculate the percentage of voters who are religious in
each state and used data from the National Conference of State
Legislators for marijuana legalization information.
Dependent variable (DV) = level of marijuana restriction
Independent variable (IV) = Percent of religious voters

Results
Theory

• Figure 1. – Displays the states that have legalized medical
marijuana in orange. 2020
• Figure 2. – Displays the sates that have legalized recreational
marijuana in orange. 2020
• Figure 3. - Is a violin graph that displays how states with
legalized recreational marijuana have fewer religious voters.
• Table 1. - Shows that on average states with legalized
recreational marijuana have fewer religious voters both before
and after controlling for party affiliation. Medical marijuana does
not follow this trend.

Figure 1

• The present study proposes the question of whether the
religious affiliation of voters in a state affect that state’s level
of legalization for marijuana with secularism rapidly growing
in America.
• My theory is that the moral objections to drug use often due
to religious beliefs will cause religious voters to be outspoken
in opposition to loosening marijuana restrictions.

Hypothesis
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Figure 2
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• H1:
• States with a higher number of religious voters will be more
likely to have more restrictive marijuana laws.
• H2:
• States with a higher number of secular voters will be more
likely to have less restrictive marijuana laws.
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Not Legal

Medical Only
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