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Abstract Discussion

e Southeast Asia region have been very successful in
edging security strategy with countries like the United
a. However, when a natural disaster strikes the

aid given by these aforementioned countries has led : : : :
o change their strategies and adopting a more This study will employ a case study method to best explain the mechanisms

agoning strategy. With the changing of strategy, my involved in researching the relationship between foreign aid, international
icate how government bodies and historical security strategies, and natural disaster context. The focus will be on two different
adoption of international security strategies and Southeast Asian nations: Indonesia and Vietnam.

need to study this region for the future of China
on relations.
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Research Question: In the event of a natural disaster, how would foreign aid affect

Southeast Asian nations’ foreign security strategies towards the United States and China?

Basic Information about countries:

Countries Population Government GDP (2019 Major natural :
(2020 type’ USD)3 disasters? ategy while
approx.)°
Indonesia 273,523,615 Presidential 1.119 trillion 2004 Indian Ocean

Earthquake and Typhoon

Introduction

- Republic

Limitations & Further Studies

International security is approaching a critical moment right now
that could affect the whole structural integrity. The United States State
and China relationship has been gradually worsening over the last

decade, with countries and territories like Hong Kong and the

Republic of China (Taiwan) already facing the consequences.!

Vietnam 97,338,579 Communist | 261.921 billion  Recent development in the Philippines plays an important role as a

wildcard nation that could potentially become more allied with
China, even with a historically strong relationship with the United
States.

« The similarities in size of state between Indonesia (the largest

Historically, these two nations relationships with China and the United States have

- - : : : : . ) . economy and population in the region) and Vietnam (the middle
Another region is potentially being dragged into this tug-o-war demonstrated changes from balancing to soft bandwagoning to now a hedging strategy. state) n}lfay noIt) ell)pply ‘o or explaign tl)le <maller less( developed
match between the United States and China: the Southeast Asia. However, during nations’ most vulnerable times, how foreign aid from their allies can Furth 4 ded i : ’1 o Tik
The region serves as one of the largest sea trade passageways alter their stratewic relationshins differ auite a bit states. Further studies are needed 1n potential countries like
) : : . S P q : Singapore and Myanmar, who showcase different economic
between East Asia) and the Middle East-Mediterranean world; in Uss millions e i ere immediate. e
. : ) : situations and government types.
addlthIl, 1ts economic development has SkyI'OCketed the region to Maldives Burma Sri Lanka The Chinese government donated close to $63 million USD to both e Man-made disasters and current COVID_19 pandemic induce a
‘ : ‘ 2 South and Southeast Asia, while donations from the Chinese public . . .
pla.ce in the top 5 eCOI}ll(.)mlc powerhouse}sl lnlthe WOlfld- As Su‘fha t{lle amassed to closely mateh that amount to $60 million USD. need for greater foreign cooperation and aid, but further research
Unl.ted States and C Ina are among the largest investors in the The United States, on the other hand, was one of the top ten donators for the future is needed on whether this affects strategy long-term.
regioi, and whether forelgn aid from either would tlp the relations to the region with a combined private and public sector donations
Indonesia India Malaysia otaling over $900 million USD. Beyond just monetary donations, the

to favor one over the other will be discussed further.

pport from airlifters carrying

and Marine  ships
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